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Trip To Germany
by Dee Woekenberg, RVT

I  just want to take a few minutes and
tell you some things that I learned

while in Germany First, I want you to
know what a great time I had in
Germany and I am looking forward to
when I can go back. They have a zoo
called the Hagenbeck Tierpark. I will
have some of the zoo pictures posted
on the websites.

The one thing that I learned while I
was there is an understanding of how
the veterinary technicians are trained.
The country of Germany will have
around 1000 veterinarians graduate
every year. They are not called doctor
until they write a thesis. The veteri-
nary technicians are called veterinary
helpers. To become a veterinary helper
you do not have to graduate from high
school but could get “grandfathered”
into the program. To become
grandfathered into the program you
must show proof of working in a clinic
for a number of years. Once in the
program, you will work at an ap-
proved veterinary place for four days a
week and go to school one day a
week. It will take two years of work-
ing and going to school to receive
your certificate as a veterinary helper.

The rules and regulations are very
similar to veterinary technicians. They
also can’t diagnose or prescribe
medication or give the rabies vaccine.
The duties of a veterinary helper
compare to that of a technician. The
education programs are different but it
works for their needs.

Hello everyone! I hope everyone who attended the Discovery Course had
a great time and learned a lot. As you might know, I was out of the

country working in Germany during the Discovery Course. As I thought about
what I was going to write for this newsletter I came across the thought “does
everyone know what is the mission statement of the OAVT”. Since this is the
start of a new year I thought it might be a good time to review the OAVT
mission statement. I would think that most people would guess that it is to
improve the care of animals. Which is true but how do we do this?

One of the ways this mission is accomplished is through education. The
great state of Ohio now has five schools that teach the future veterinary techni-
cian students. With professionally educated instructors responsible for the
teaching and training of these students part of the mission statement is accom-
plished. But doesn’t every veterinary technician own a part of the mission
statement? Yes. It is our responsibility as technicians to uphold the mission
statement. Every one of us needs to help teach these new technicians and the
public about animal health care. There is more information out there than the
schools can teach so it is up to us to help educate new technicians and help the
public understand the information found on websites. The OAVT does its part
by having a Discovery course every fall and being active in the MVC in
February.

There is more than just education. There is legislation and ethical standards
that we must also work toward. Every person who owns pets or cares for
animals needs to treat the animals with respect. I am sure we all do. We as
technicians are their voice. That is where the legislation part of the mission
statement comes in to play.

The OAVT mission statement is as follows: “The Ohio Association of
Veterinary Technicians is dedicated to promoting veterinary technicians and
quality animal health care through education, legislation and ethical standards.”
I hope everyone agrees that this is a powerful mission statement. Which brings
me to my next thought. How many people have a personal mission statement?
Have you ever wondered what you want to get out of life? Where you want to
go? What you would like to accomplish? Have you thought about what sub-
jects invigorate you? Maybe you would like to train people. Maybe you would
like organizing and planning events. Maybe you like to help people accomplish
their goals.

If you are one of these types of people we could really use you on the board.
We need more people to help us accomplish our mission. I am not asking for
everyone to come to the board meetings because I know time is very valuable
to everyone. Are you able to help the board by being part of a committee? So
much work is done through e-mails that everyone could help the OAVT to
accomplish the mission and goals of the association.

 Dee
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